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Title III of this bipartisan legislation

authorizes eight new permanent judge-
ships as follows: five judgeships in the
Southern District of California; two
judgeships in the Western District of
Texas; and one judgeship in the West-
ern District of North Carolina. Section
312 would also convert two temporary
judgeships in Illinois into permanent
judgeships, create one new temporary
judgeship in the Western District of
North Carolina, and extend the tem-
porary judgeship in the Northern Dis-
trict of Ohio for five years.

I strongly support Senator FEIN-
STEIN’S amendment, as do many of my
colleagues on the Judiciary Committee
on a bipartisan basis, including Sen-
ator DEWINE, Senator DURBIN, Senator
EDWARDS, and others. I believe that the
need for these new judgeships is acute.

Finally, the bill creates a separate
Violence Against Women Office to
combat domestic violence. This section
of the bill was crafted by Senator
BIDEN and Senator SPECTER—another
bipartisan partnership in this legisla-
tion. There is strong bipartisan support
in the House and Senate to create a
separate Violence Against Women Of-
fice within the Department of Justice.

Senator HATCH and I have also
worked together to craft a bipartisan
floor amendment which compiles a
comprehensive authorization of expired
and new Department of Justice grants
programs and improvements to crimi-
nal law and procedures.

For example, our bipartisan floor
amendment authorizes Department of
Justice grants to establish 4,000 Boys
and Girls Clubs across the country be-
fore January 1, 2007. This bipartisan
amendment authorizes Department of
Justice grants for each of the next 5
years to establish 1,200 additional Boys
and Girls Clubs across the Nation. In
fact, this will bring the number of Boys
and Girls Clubs to 4,000. That means
they will serve approximately 6 million
young people by January 1, 2007.

In 1997, I was very proud to join with
Senator HATCH and others to pass bi-
partisan legislation to authorize grants
by the Department of Justice to fund
2,500 Boys and Girls Clubs across the
Nation. We increased the Department
of Justice grant funding for the Boys
and Girls Clubs from $20 million in 1998
to $60 million in 2001. That is one rea-
son why we have now 2,591 Boys and
Girls Clubs in all 50 States and 3.3 mil-
lion children are being served. It is
quite a success story.

But the authorization for these De-
partment of Justice grants to Boys and
Girls Clubs across the country has ex-
pired. This bipartisan legislation will
renew and expand these grants.

Parents, educators, law enforcement
officers, and others know we need safe
havens where young people can learn
and grow up free from the influence of
the drugs and gangs and crime. That is
why the Boys and Girls Clubs are so
important to our Nation’s children.

Our bipartisan amendment also in-
cludes the Drug Abuse Education, Pre-

vention, and Treatment Act of 2001. I
am pleased that we have included in
this package the version of S. 304 that
the Judiciary Committee passed unani-
mously on November 29. This legisla-
tion ushers in a new, bipartisan ap-
proach to our efforts to reduce drug
abuse in the United States. It was in-
troduced by Senator HATCH and I in
February. Senator HATCH held an ex-
cellent hearing on the bill in March,
the Judiciary Committee has approved
it, and the full Senate should follow
the committee’s lead. This is a bill
that is embraced by Democrats and Re-
publicans alike, as well as law enforce-
ment officers and drug treatment pro-
viders.

This legislation provides a com-
prehensive approach to reducing drug
abuse in America. I hope that the inno-
vative programs established by this
legislation will assist all of our States
in their efforts to address the drug
problems that most affect our commu-
nities.

Our bipartisan amendment also in-
cludes provisions to protect witnesses
who provide information on criminal
activity to law enforcement officials
by increasing maximum sentences and
other improvements to the criminal
code.

And our bipartisan legislation con-
tains amendments, authored by Sen-
ator SESSIONS, that modify the Paul
Coverdell National Forensic Science
Improvement Act of 2000 to enhance
participation by local crime labs and
to allow for DNA backlog elimination.
I was proud to cosponsor the Coverdell
grants bill last year and support it to
help bring the necessary forensic tech-
nology to all states to improve their
criminal justice systems.

The 21st Century Department of Jus-
tice Appropriations Authorization Act
should result in more effective, as well
as efficient, Department of Justice for
the American people. But it must pass
the Senate soon and be reconciled with
the House-passed bill in a conference.

I urge my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle to lift the secret hold
on this bipartisan legislation to sup-
port the Department of Justice.

f

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT
OF 2001

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
I rise today to speak about hate crimes
legislation I introduced with Senator
KENNEDY in March of this year. The
Local Law Enforcement Act of 2001
would add new categories to current
hate crimes legislation sending a sig-
nal that violence of any kind is unac-
ceptable in our society.

I would like to describe a terrible
crime that occurred January 14, 1993 in
Macon, GA. Elizabeth Davidson, a 25-
year-old lesbian, was fatally shot in a
bar. The attacker, Deion N. Felton was
charged with murder in connection
with the crime. An accomplice, Shawn
Hightower, 16, pleaded guilty to con-
spiracy to commit aggravated assault.

Felton and Hightower allegedly were
engaged in a plan to rob homosexuals
at the time of the killing.

I believe that government’s first duty
is to defend its citizens, to defend them
against the harms that come out of
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act of 2001 is now a symbol
that can become substance. I believe
that by passing this legislation, we can
change hearts and minds as well.

f

GUNS AND TERRORISTS
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I am con-

cerned about the Attorney General’s
decision to deny law enforcement ac-
cess to the National Instant Criminal
Background Check System database.
According to a December 6 story in The
New York Times, following the events
of September 11, FBI officials checked
the NICS database for the names of 186
suspects being detained in connection
with the terrorist attacks. The search
turned up two matches of detained in-
dividuals approved to buy guns.

According to the Attorney General,
existing law does not give him the au-
thority to approve law enforcement’s
review of these records. But despite
knowledge of this gap, the Attorney
General did not request this authority
in the comprehensive USA PATRIOT
Act signed into law by the President on
October 26. Since September 11, over
500 individuals have been detained, but
law enforcement has not been able to
audit the NICS database for gun pur-
chases by detained individuals. I be-
lieve the Attorney General’s actions
are at odds with his own priorities.
That is why I was pleased to cosponsor
the Use NICS in Terrorist Investiga-
tions Act introduced by Senators KEN-
NEDY and SCHUMER. This bill would es-
tablish a 90-day period for law enforce-
ment to retain NICS data. It would
also give the FBI the authority they
need to review the NICS database. I
urge the Attorney General to endorse
this legislation and give law enforce-
ment the comprehensive tools they
need.

f

VETERANS EDUCATION AND
BENEFITS EXPANSION ACT OF 2001

Mr. DODD. Mr. President. I rise to
comment on important legislation
passed by the Senate last evening, H.R.
1291, the Veterans Education and Bene-
fits Expansion Act of 2001. This com-
promise agreement is the product of
negotiations between the House and
the Senate to craft an agreement be-
tween the Senate- and House-passed
bills aimed at improving a wide array
of benefits affecting veterans and their
families. Included in this legislation is
funding for improving educational ben-
efits under the Montgomery GI Bill,
enhancing veterans’ compensation, and
increasing home loan guarantees. This
legislation also makes important in-
vestments in vocational training, edu-
cation, and outreach programs to im-
prove economic and educational oppor-
tunities for veterans who served our
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